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Cape Town, South Africa, December 2009 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Helping women who live with HIV and Aids find hope in Jesus Christ 
 
Restoring Hope! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2009 completion service to date 65 sewing machines given away 
Dear Sisters in Christ: 
The weather was perfect and I think this was the best and most enjoyable 
Evangeline Ministries class celebration so far.  On Saturday December 
5, ten women received their sewing certificates and their new sewing 
machines, and five of them their computer certificates. Another woman 
also earned her computer certificate. Never have I seen the ladies look 
lovelier. They outdid themselves with their 
traditional creations and took such pride in 
what they made.  I loved the colors that truly 
reflected the spirit of these women.  I gave 
them special greetings on behalf of the 
Woman’s Missionary Baptist Union of 
Virginia!  Some of them belong to one of the 
HIV and AIDS support groups run by Living 
Hope.  The leader of this program, Mrs. Avril 
Thomas was the keynote speaker. Dear friends 
Dr. Peter and Mrs. Solveig Kjeseth handed out 
the certificates.  “You give me great joy, Peter 
told them in iXhosa.  Certainly this is the 
reward we get for this ministry, great joy. The 
afternoon was summed up for me when Rev. 
John Thomas, founder of Living Hope and Living Way with which 
Evangeline works said this: ‘Wendy, the Holy Spirit has put this deep 
in my heart. God has shown me that you are a restorer of hope and 
He wants you to know that.”  What powerful message that sums up 
not only what God has called me to do, but what, together, we do as 
you, friends, family and special organizations support  this ministry 
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to women for whom hope is so often in short supply. Here is one 
testimony from Stella. 
 
 

Stella’s testimony 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In May 2008, Stella came to Cape Town from Zimbabwe and moved  
into a shack in Masiphumelele. Desperate, she found herself living next 
to Khumi, one of our first graduates who encouraged her to come to the 
class.  “She kept pushing me to come, “Stella recalls. “I could not sew 
but came and the class was just wonderful.”   She brought along her 
infant son, Tinotenda.  After she graduated, Khumi received a call from 
a woman who was looking for a full time person to sew items for her 
business.  Khumi recommended Stella and she got the job. “This has 
made such a difference for me and my family,” she told me.  In her hand 
are some place mats she made for me as part of a future business 
enterprise. Stella said she loved the bible study even more! 
Looking Ahead 
Evangeline Ministries believes we must give skills and tools to these 
disadvantaged women.  We must also nurture them as they start their 
businesses and help provide them with a market to sell their goods.  We 
will emphasize this in 2010.  Already there are other mission partners 
who are eager to join us in this enterprise. We will also focus on a few 
women, already chosen, who are part of our “teach one to teach others 
emphasis.” 
Restorers of Hope! 
 Because of you we restore hope in women, stigmatized because of HIV 
and AIDS, hopeless because of entrenched poverty.  “How I thank God 
for what you have done, I am going home to show my people,” said 
Nobekile.  Christmas is a time of hope!  It is about Jesus Christ who 
came to bring us hope, “a living hope.” On behalf of Evangeline 
Ministries we wish you a Christmas filled with hope, joy and peace!  
Sincerely in Christ, 
Wendy 
“..Every path He leads us on is fragrant with His loving kindness and His truth (Psalm 5:8-10) 

Evangeline Ministries: 5501 Merchants View Square#277, Haymarket, 
VA 20169 wendylife05@yeahoo.com 
<evangelineministriesonline.org> 
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